CS270

INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE RELIGION 

Spring 2007
Professor Erzen, Ph.D.  



M, T, W 12:30-1:18pm, UH14
Office:  433 Hagerty Hall 
Office Hours: Monday 1:30-3:00
Email: erzen.2@osu.edu
Teaching Assistants:  Ilana Maymind: maymind.3@osu.edu  and Rita Trimble:
rtrimble@columbus.rr.com
COURSE OVERVIEW
What is religion?  When and how did religious traditions emerge?  How do people in different religions live and experience their faith?  How do people in each tradition think about their own faith in the face of the diversity of other religious traditions and diversity within their own traditions?  
This course addresses these questions through a general introduction to the academic study of religion.  We begin by assessing what is and is not religion by using Scientology as a case study.   We then proceed to look at different approaches and theories about religion.  Next, we will examine various religious traditions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and some new religious movements.   Each section begins by discussing:

Context and History: why a religious tradition emerges at particular times and 

places in history 
Beliefs: how beliefs are codified and change over time
Communities: how religious communities form and practice religion

How people practice their religious faith in the contemporary world is central to understanding religion.  Therefore, we have organized trips to various religious organizations in the Columbus area.  There are also four speakers coming to OSU who will discuss various religions (see end of syllabus).  Students may attend the fieldtrips, speaker events or visit an organization on their own.  You are required to spend time at a religious organization significantly different from your own and complete two field report papers based on those visits.
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO STUDY COMPARATIVE RELIGION ACADEMICALLY?
This class provides an opportunity to engage in the critical analysis of religious traditions.  The class is not a place for either students or instructors to advance personal religious beliefs.  The class examines religion as it would any other academic subject: historically, culturally, and critically.  The class is not a space to prove that one religion is superior or true.  Regardless of your personal religious beliefs, you should be prepared to study religion from this perspective.  

READINGS:
Mary Fisher, Living Religions, Sixth Edition
Available at SBX Book Store 1806 North High St., Phone: (614) 291-9528 
There are many websites where students may exchange and purchase used textbooks such as www.ecampus.com, www.halfvalue.com, and www.bookbyte.com
*The packet of articles is available for purchase from Zip Copy at SBX bookstore. 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING:

-One mandatory, 2-page, un-graded essay on “What I think about religion.”

10%: Attendance in lectures, participation in discussion sections, mandatory essay, and quizzes 

30%: Midterm
30%: Final (Due to the large number of students in the class no final exams can be given early.) 
30%: Two Field Report Papers (4-5 pages each)
These papers are based on visits to and critical discussion of religious organizations or speaker events.  The traditions that you write about should be significantly different from the one in which you were raised.  There are guidelines and examples posted on Carmen.  You may only use one of the speaker events at OSU for the field report paper.  If you attend the other speaker events, they will count as extra credit toward your final grade, and you will make Professor Erzen very happy.
DAILY EXTRA CREDIT POINTS:  I will ask one or two questions about the readings every class.  The first student to stand up, raise their hand, and answer the question receives one percentage point toward their final grade.  There will be 30 chances to answer a question, and each student can receive a maximum of 4 percentage points.  That means the difference between a B and A- in your final grade.  I will hand out a certificate for these points, which I will sign at the end of the class.  You should keep them and hand them in with your final exams. 
MY COMPUTER CRASHED AND MY ROOMMATE ATE MY PAPER…

All essays should be written in 12-point, double-spaced type, with standard margins, and pages numbered and stapled. We will not accept unstapled papers.  All written work should be thoroughly proofread.  There are no extensions, and all assignments are marked down one-third of a letter grade for every late day.  After 3 days, if you have not turned in your paper, you will automatically receive a “0” for that paper.  No exceptions.  DO NOT EMAIL PAPERS.
COMMUNICATION:  If you have any concerns or questions about this course or the material, feel free to meet with Professor Erzen or your section leader during office hours or schedule an appointment.  Do not send any information or requests in an email that you would not make in person.  I will not answer any email I deem inappropriate.  

ATTENDANCE, PARTICIPATION, AND GOOD CITIZENSHIP:
Attendance will be taken in lecture every day.  Inevitably, an occasion may arise when you are unable to attend.  Out of fairness to your classmates who do attend every class and section, more than two absences will detract from your participation grade.  To make up for a missed class, you may turn in a 1-page, single-spaced précis summarizing the reading for the class you missed to your TA.  

STUDENT RIGHTS AND CONDUCT

Any student with a documented disability who may require special accommodations should identify him or herself to the instructor as early in the quarter as possible to receive effective and timely accommodations. You may also wish to contact the Office for Disability Services (150 Pomerene Hall, 292-3307). 

Students are expected to know and understand the rules regarding academic misconduct, particularly the rules regarding plagiarism, as stated in the University's Code of Student Conduct. Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own: it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas.  All cases of plagiarism will be treated very seriously according to the University's guidelines.

COURSE SCHEDULE
*Articles in Packet
WEEK 1
March 26 
Introduction:  What is religion and why study it?
March 27
What is and isn’t religion?  Scientology “Cult of Greed” or valid religion?


Church of Scientology: http://www.scientology.org
The University of Virginia Religious Movements webpage: http://religiousmovements.lib.virginia.edu


Time Magazine “The Thriving Cult of Greed and Power” 





http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~dst/Fishman/time-behar.html

OPTIONAL BUT INTERESTING: Rolling Stone Magazine “Inside Scientology”

http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/story/9363363/inside_scientology?rnd=1143220922
843&has-player=true&version=6.0.12.1040
March 28
Scientology continued


Film Clips:  A&E Show on Scientology, South Park “Trapped in the Closet”
WEEK 2  MAKING SENSE OF SCIENTOLOGY: APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF RELIGION
April 2  
Is football a religion? How does religion function?  


*David Chidester, “The Church of Baseball” 


*Emile Durkheim, "The Elementary forms of the Religious Life" 
April 3 
Is religion a delusion?  A tool of liberation?  Male-dominated?  



A sacred reality?  


*Sigmund Freud, "The Future of an Illusion" 2pp.  


*Karl Marx, “Religion as the Opium of the People” 2pp.  



*Merlin Stone, “When God was a Woman” 2pp.  

April 4
 NO CLASS
FIRST SHORT, MANDATORY, UNGRADED ESSAY DUE IN SECTIONS (2 PAGES)
WEEK 3  HINDUISM 
April 9  
The Context of Hinduism


 READ: Fisher, Living Religions, Chapter 3

April 10  
Beliefs and Texts: Bhakti and the Hindu Gods and Goddesses

Film Clip:  Puja
April 11
 Communities: Gandhi and the ethic of non-violence

Fieldtrip to Bharatiya Hindu Temple 
WEEK 4  HINDUISM CONT. AND BUDDHISM

April 16   
Living Hinduism: Hindu Communities in the U.S. and the World



Film Clip:  Hare Krishnas  -- Hiders or Seekers?
Fieldtrip to Krishna House Columbus
April 17  
The Context of Buddhism and the Life of the Buddha


 
READ: Fisher, Living Religions, Chapter 5
April 18  
Beliefs and Communities: Mahayana, Theravada, Zen and Pure Land Buddhism, 


*FIRST FIELD REPORT PAPER DUE* APRIL 19 & 20th in Section 
WEEK 5 BUDDHISM
April 23 
Beliefs and Communities: Vajrayana Buddhism and the Dalai Llama

Film Clip:  The Tibetan Book of the Dead
April 24
Living Buddhism: Buddhism in the Diaspora and Buddhism in the U.S. 


Film Clip:  Chasing Buddha
April 25
MIDTERM EXAM
EXTRA CREDIT:  Attendance at the film screening of I Heart Huckabees and one-page essay on how this film relates to Buddhism.  Thursday April 26th 6-8pm ML 0100  
WEEK 6 JUDAISM
April 30  
The Context of Judaism: Early Jewish History 

 
READ: Fisher, Living Religions, Chapter 8
May 1 
Beliefs and Communities: Rabbinic Judaism, Judaism in history
May 2  
Communities: The Holocaust and Israel


Film Clip: Elie Wiesel Goes Home
Fieldtrip to OSU Hillel
WEEK 7  JUDAISM CONT. AND CHRISTIANITY
May 7  
Living Judaism: Reform, Conservative, and Hasidic Judaism in the U.S.  



Film Clip: A Life Apart
May 8  
The Context of Christianity and the Life of Jesus 


READ: Fisher, Living Religions, Chapter 9
May 9  
Beliefs and Texts: The Codification of Christianity 
WEEK 8 CHRISTIANITY CONT. AND ISLAM
May 14  
Communities:  Catholicism and Protestantism
May 15  
Living Christianity:  Evangelicalism in America 


Film Clip: Mine Eyes have seen the Glory
May 16   
The Context of Islam and the Life of the Prophet Muhammed

 
READ: Fisher, Living Religions, Chapter 10
Fieldtrip to World Harvest Church or King Avenue United Methodist 
WEEK 9   ISLAM
May 21 
 Beliefs and Communities:  Sunnis and Shi’ites, Five Pillars


Film Clip:  The Hajj 
May 22   
Communities:  The Global Expansion of Islam, Sufism  


Film Clip:  I am a Sufi, I am a Muslim
May 23
Living Islam:  Muslims in America, Global Forms of Islam
*SECOND FIELD REPORT PAPER DUE May 24 & 25  in Section

WEEK 10  NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS
May 28  
HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY
May 29     
Religion and Apocalyptic Belief: Waco and the Branch Davidians



Read: Wessinger, How the Millennium Comes Violently, pp.56-103 


 Film Clip:  Why Waco?
May 30 
Religion, UFOs and Technology: Heaven's Gate, UFO’s and the 




Raelians



Read: Wessinger, How the Millennium Comes Violently, pp.229-246 
FINAL EXAM MONDAY JUNE 4TH, 11:30 AM - 1:18 PM
RELIGION TALKS AND EVENTS AT OSU DURING SPRING 2007:

All of these events can count as extra credit.  You should let Professor Erzen  know you are at the event to receive extra credit.  I will be attending all of them.   You can write one of your field report papers on any of these talks.  In the paper, you should write about what the speaker discussed, and how it relates to what you have learned about that religious tradition in class.  

Thursday, April 17, 4:00pm  George Wells Knight House, 104 E. 15th Avenue.

Donald Miller, Professor of Religion and Director of the Center for Religion and Civic Culture at University of Southern California will give the Davis lecture in Christianity Studies
"Global Pentecostalism and New Forms of Social Engagement in Rwanda."

Wednesday, May 9, 4:30 p.m. Room 090 Science & Engineering Library

Bruce Lawrence, Professor of Islamic Studies and Director of the Duke 

Islamic Studies Center at Duke University and the Nancy and Jeffrey 

Marcus Humanities Professor of Religion 
“OSAMA BIN LADEN: Situating Public Enemy No. 1 between the Media and the Academy”
Thursday, May 26, 4:30 p.m.  Room 090 Science & Engineering Library

David Braake, Professor and Chair of the Department of Religious 

Studies at Indiana University 
“Gnostics and Other ‘Heretics’: Imagining the Diversity of Early Christianity”

Thursday, May 31, 4:30 p.m.Room 090 Science & Engineering Library

Wendy Doniger, Director of the Martin Marty Center and Mircea Eliade 

Distinguished Service Professor of the History of Religions in the 

Divinity School at the University of Chicago 
“Putting Women, Low Castes, and History Back into the History of Hinduism”

RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN THE COLUMBUS AREA

For most of these groups, you should probably call in advance to find out the schedule of services/ events and to let them know you are coming. 

	Bharatiya Hindu Temple

3671 Hyatts Rd.

Powell, OH

740-369-0717

Krishna House

379 W. 8th Ave

Columbus, OH

421-1661

Karme Thegsum Choling

Llama Cathy

Tibetan Meditation Center

231 S. Grubb St. 

228-6546

Zen Columbus Sangha

Meditation sessions at First Unitarian Universalist Church

93 W. Weisheimer

Columbus, OH 43214

Web-site: http://worldwidehideout.com/zen/index2.html

Baha'i Faith

1993 Sunbury Road

337-9990

Chabad House
207 E. 15th Street

294-3296
	Yellow Springs Dharma Center

502 Livermore St. 

Yellow Springs, OH

937-767-9919

Jain Center of Central Ohio

PO Box 310

Reynoldsburg, OH 43068

863-5436

Gurdwara Sahib Sikh Temple

2580 W. Dublin Granville Rd. 

Columbus, OH 

761-0007

Islamic Center 

Tarazi.2@osu.edu

1428 E. Broad St. 

Columbus, OH 43201

253-3251

Hillel Foundation

46 E. 16th Ave

294-4797

Church of Scientology

30 N. High Street

Columbus, OH 43215

221-5024

Saint Gregory Palamas Monastery 

Haysville, OH 44838 · (419) 368-5335
http://sgpm.goarch.org/Monastery/index.php

	
	


